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REPORT 
Pak-US (HEC and NAS) Joint S&T Cooperation Programme 

 
Yaseen Iqbal 
Materials Research Laboratory, Institute of Electronics & Physics, University of Peshawar, NWFP, Pakistan 

 
1. Inaugural Session 

 

The first seminar of the Materials 
Connection Centre seminars series under 
the Pak-US joint S&T Cooperation 
Programme funded by the Higher 
Education Commission, Pakistan and 
National Academy of Sciences, USA, was 
held on 28/03/2009 at the Materials 
Research Laboratory (MRL), Institute of 
Electronics & Physics (IEP), University of 
Peshawar (UOP). Eminent scientists, 
educationists, industrialists, engineers and 
researchers who attended the event 
included, Foreign Prof. M Rafiullah Khan, 
Dr. Fazal Ghani, Mr. M. Ashfaq Paracha, 
President Nowshera Industrial Estate, 
Prof. Ghiasuddin, Mr. Khalid Khan, 
Director S&T NWFP, Mr. Taimur Khan, 
Director, Quality Enhancement Cell, UOP, 
Treasurer and Registrar, UOP.  
Prof. Dr. Fazal-ur-Rahman Sethi, Director 
IEP chaired the inaugural session and 
Prof. Azmat Hayat Khan, Vice Chancellor, 

UOP honoured the event as the chief 
guest. In his welcome address, Prof. 
Fazal-ur-Rahman appreciated the efforts 
of Dr. Yaseen Iqbal in establishing MRL, 
Pakistan Materials Society (PMS), 
launching of the Journal of the Pakistan 
Materials Society (JPMS) and enhancing 
the research standards in the field of 
material science. He informed the 
audience about the ongoing high quality 
research activities and demanded for the 
allocation of space for the installation of 
new facilities.  
The VC appreciated the missionary work 
of Dr. Iqbal, particularly the publication of 
JPMS and stressed upon the need to 
promote such activities. He assured the 
department of his full support and 
promised the allocation of appropriate 
space for the establishment and extension 
of the required Laboratories. He stressed 
upon the need to advertise the quality 
research work underway in the university.  

 

 
 

Figure 1. Prof Azmat Hayat Khan (Vice Chancellor, University of Peshawar), Prof. Fazal-ur-Rahman Sethi 
(Director, IEP), Prof. M Riaz Khan (Director, CRL), Dr. Fazal Ghani (Editor, JPMS) and Dr.Yaseen Iqbal 

(Principal Organizer), speaking at the inaugural session of the seminar. 
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Dr. Fazal Ghani, the Editor of JPMS, gave 
a brief presentation on the aims and 
objectives of the journal and demanded the 
higher authorities for further support to 
raise the research standards and further 
develop the culture of technical writing in 
academic institutions.     
The principal organizer of the event, Prof. 
Yaseen Iqbal, thanked the Higher 
Education Commission Pakistan, Boise 
State University, USA, the Chairman, 
Department of Physics (now IEP) and 
higher authorities of the University for their 
cooperation that enabled his team to 
commence research activities in Material 
Science in the University of Peshawar. He 
criticised the prevalent chronic file culture 
and demanded for a workable practical 
system to encourage academia, industry 
and government to design and pursue 
innovative projects. He explained in a 
logical manner that industrial production on 
the basis of original research is the only 
way for economical development and 
optimum utilization of our mineral and 
human resources. He demanded for the 
establishment of a world class Materials 
Research Institute in NWFP, already 
approved in principle by the honourable 
Governor, NWFP in June 2008 and 
stressed upon the need for a strong 
Academia-Industry-Government Forum. He 
informed the participants about the wide 
spectrum of available minerals in NWFP 
and the limitations of available facilities and 
stressed upon the need for further 
extension of labs to cover more if not all of 
them via establishing a materials research 
institute in the province. He invited all those 
interested in materials research and 
development of the region technically and 
academically, to contribute to such 
activities via delivering lectures, organizing 
experimental sessions, laboratory facilities 

and expertise which will lead to the 
synchronization of such efforts into an 
effective outcome.   
 
2. Technical Session 

The technical & scientific session of the 
seminar was chaired by Prof. Dr. M Riaz 
Khan, Director, Centralized Resource Lab., 
UOP. Engr. Siddique Akbar, UET, 
Peshawar presented an informative talk on 
the processing and properties of 
dimensional stones. Mr. Faridullah Khan 
Khattak, PCSIR Labs., Peshawar gave a 
detailed presentation on the International 
Standards and authenticity regulations of 
laboratories. Mr. Muhammad Fahad, MRL, 
UOP presented his preliminary results on 
bauxite and Prof. Yaseen Iqbal gave a 
lecture on research methodologies in 
Materials Science. 
Prof. M. Riaz Khan appreciated and 
congratulated the organizers and speakers 
for organizing such a successful event and 
thanked everyone who contributed to the 
organization of such a successful event. 
Summaries of the lectures delivered are 
given in the following pages. 
 


