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With the publication of the current issue, the Journal of the Pakistan Materials Society 
(JPMS) has entered its third year. In spite of the delay in its publication, the contributors 
deserve every appreciation for their patience and effort they made in writing and reviewing 
the manuscripts. JPMS started three years ago with somewhat semi-technical articles 
mostly collected from the One-day seminar titled “Where Academia & Industry Meet 2007-
I” held at the University of Peshawar. The participation of industry was not very visible; 
however, the event was very successful in the sense that it proved to be the foundation 
stone in the initiation of several activities in the region. Its most significant outcome was 
the birth of the JPMS and organization of several successful seminars and workshops by 
the Higher Education Commission, Pakistan, Directorate of Science & Technology (Dost) 
NWFP and Pakistan Scientific & Technological Information Centre (PASTIC). All these 
events were very productive and resulted in establishment of long term linkages among 
academia, government and industry.  
JPMS is playing an important role in introducing a culture of technical writing in the region. 
The quality of the journal depends on the quality of authors; however, in the initial stages, 
one has to start from somewhere. Efforts of the founder editor deserve appreciation who 
encouraged the team to take the start and thus the inaugural issue was published in July 
2007.  
Initially, it seemed difficult if not impossible to launch such a journal from the North 
Western frontier region of Pakistan due to several reasons; first of all, research needs a 
calm and peaceful environment which is very rare in this part of the world and particularly 
in the city of Peshawar. Secondly, the publication of such journals requires original 
research, our higher education institutions can accommodate only 4% of the higher 
education age group (19-23y), so original research is also very rare. Thirdly, experimental 
research needs uninterruptedly running well-established highly sophisticated laboratories. 
Continuous power load shedding, unavailability of equipment and relevant technical staff 
makes it difficult to run such labs. Installation and maintenance of such equipment is an 
additional problem as foreigners avoid travelling to this region due to deteriorating security 
situation. Lack of awareness about the importance of research, different priorities of the 
higher authorities and socio-economic problems further deteriorate the situation. The 
introduction of technical writing, research ethics and other related issues also need an 
appropriate environment. So keeping in view all these issues, the launching of JPMS did 
not appear to have a bright future in the first place. 
In contrast, there were several factors which encouraged the JPMS team to launch this 
journal. For example, JPMS was launched in a region where there is no scarcity of talent 
and dedication. There are enormous deposits of minerals which are still virgin and need 
systematic investigations. JPMS offers a good opportunity for the publication of such 
activities and research findings. After all, the material for such journals does not have to 
be limited to a specific region or country. Such activities are global and with time, it will 
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attract research contributions from across the globe. JPMS has just entered its third year 
and although, not so many, but has the honour to publish articles from abroad.  
As evident from the articles published in the current issue, the variety of manuscripts being 
received is encouraging. Furthermore, materials research has no horizontal or vertical 
frontiers and is therefore, a very fertile field for research. Horizontally, most of the basic 
and applied sciences from astronomy and aeronautical engineering to traditional and 
nano-materials can be accommodated under the same umbrella. Vertically, in spite of their 
long history, clay and carbon have not been fully explored. For example, Clay-polymer 
nano-composites, and clay minerals as components of inorganic ion exchange resins are 
subjects of 21st century materials research. Similarly, the centuries old carbon is still 
investigated with great interest in the form of carbon nano-tubes with unique mechanical 
and electrical properties. So materials research will continue and there is a bright future for 
such activities.   
In spite of all the aforementioned issues, JPMS has continued its journey and will continue 
it with the local, national and international support in the form of articles, views and 
reviews. Research contributions in all fields of science and technology related to Materials 
are welcomed and considered for publication.  
The fifth issue of the journal is in your hands and it is hoped that you will present your 
research for publication which will be considered a great support for the advancement of 
the quality of this journal and promotion of research culture in the region. 
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