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Biomaterials, as defined during the second consensus conference on definitions in biomaterials, are “materials 
intended to interface with biological systems to evaluate, treat, augment, or replace any tissue, organ or 
function of the body” 1.  Although use of such materials dates back to more than 2000 years ago, when gold, 
wood and glass have widely been used in dentistry and other medical disciplines2 we have witnessed a major 
paradigm shift around the early 1990s, when the term “Tissue Engineering” was coined as “a scientific discipline 
dedicated to the generation of new tissue using the principles of engineering in combination with an 
understanding and application of the biologic sciences”3. 
 
No doubt, biomaterials research has followed a similar trend.  This is evidenced by the nature and increasing 
number of submitted abstracts to the biomaterials conferences from different parts of the world4.  Similar trend 
could be observed in publication of scientific articles on biomaterials too.  If we accept the number of articles 
published each year from a certain region or country (Figure 1) as a rough estimate for the research activities of 
that region or country, we have witnessed the similar surge in the number of research articles published from 
the Middle East countries on biomaterials during the past decade5.  Since the year 2000, many countries in the 
region, albeit at different paces, have started to study biomaterials. 
 
Although over the past decade, many of the Middle East countries have shown increased activities in scientific 
research production,6 Iran, with a mean of 23% growth per year, has had the highest acceleration7  As shown in 
Figure 1, it is no surprise that it is one of the most active countries in the region in both publication and 
presentation at scientific conferences 5.  Iran was even more active than Israel and Turkey, taking into account 
the number of accepted abstracts by international prestigious conferences on biomaterials4.  Egypt is another 
active country in the Middle East.  Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, though at the beginning of their way, have also a 
rising trend in biomaterials research production, reflecting that they are investing on the necessary 
infrastructures to implement such research. 
 
Fortunately, Iran and Pakistan are neighbour countries and since many years ago, have had close cooperation 
in various fields of their common interests.  Having a good journal like Journal of the Pakistan Materials Society 
is another strength point to be acknowledged and used wisely to disseminate the local research articles 
worldwide.  Such a journal would easily find its place in the world literature by emphasizing on local problems 
and reporting something new to the Western people 8.  We can run regional conferences on biomaterials to 
share our experience and to become familiar with capacities of each other. Such fruitful conferences were held 
earlier 9.  Considering all our capacities and potential resources, I believe we will soon witness many of the 
countries in the region become more prolific in biomaterials research and find the appropriate stand they 
deserve. 
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Figure 1: Trends in biomaterials research production in the Middle East and four regional countries. 
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